
Southmoreland School District 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

            “High Quality Learning for All” 

 
 
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 

 

Dear Southmoreland Community Members, 

 

Districts across Westmoreland County were notified Monday by the Pennsylvania Department of 

Education and the Pennsylvania Department of Health that Westmoreland County was placed in the 

‘Substantial” classification due to the increased number of confirmed positive cases of COVID and the 

rise in the incidence rate.  Southmoreland School District is faced with the potential of going to the full 

virtual instructional model if the trend continues for the upcoming week.   

 

In the event that we must close for an extended period of time due to the pandemic, it is important that we 

are all prepared for how our learning will continue.  Having a plan to address this possibility is essential 

for our students, our teachers, and our families.  While no one plan will make everyone happy, it is 

believed that one clear model that is communicated in advance can make the change a more seamless one. 

 

We will notify families regarding the day that we will transition from our current hybrid model to the full 

remote learning model in advance of that change.  Please plan for a minimum of two weeks before the 

district would return to the hybrid model after a closure due to countywide cases.  Both “A” and “B” day 

students will attend in person once before we begin remote instruction to allow students to gather their 

materials to take home and use during that time.  Teachers will be posting their schedules to their Google 

Classrooms so that families are able to see what is happening and the designated time frames for 

completion of student work.   

 

We know that for some of our families, availability to log in when teachers have online meetings is not 

possible due to work or other commitments.  All lessons and directions for assignments will be posted on 

the teacher’s Google classroom.  Itinerant classes will be offered during the remote instruction time for 

students every other day using the itinerant teacher’s Google Classroom as students have been accessing 

this year.  Office zoom times for students to see their teachers or to ask questions will be included in the 

schedules.  Please email your child’s teachers if you have questions and cannot visit during office hours 

so that they can assist you. 

 

Here are some important things to know: 

 

1. Pending notification by DOH and Board approval, Tuesday, October 27 would be the last day of 

hybrid instruction until the “Substantial” designation has been lifted by the Department of Health.  

Once the restriction is lifted SSD would return to the hybrid model. 

2. Pending notification by DOH and Board approval, students will use Wednesday, October 28 & 

Thursday, October 29 to resubmit assignments or any outstanding assignments to improve grades 

and content knowledge.  These days will be transition days where teachers will provide 

enrichment activities, extra practice, or completion of hybrid activities 

3. Pacing Guides will be used for instruction on-line. Instruction will be asynchronous for students. 

4. Content is new and will continue from where students left off with their class. 

5. Assignments will be due at 11:59 PM on the due date assigned by the teacher. 
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6. Teachers will post pre-recorded videos for on-line instruction. 

7. Teachers will be available throughout the school day to answer students’ questions via email or 

phone call if necessary. 

8. Teachers may choose to schedule zoom meetings or google meets throughout the day that will be 

optional for students to attend. 

9. Students currently in the virtual classrooms will continue as they have been. No changes to 

students’ schedules will occur until after the school closure. 

10. Student attendance must be submitted daily through a Google Form/Classroom. 

 

I would like to thank you in advance for your patience and understanding during this situation if the 

district is required to move to a full virtual model.  Once the county is placed back in the “Moderate” 

classification, the district would return to the current hybrid model.  If there are questions or concerns, 

please contact your building principal or me and we will make all attempts to assist you and your family.  

Working together we can provide our students a meaningful learning experience.  Thank you once again 

for your understanding of this situation. 

 

 

Respectfully, 

Vincent Mascia 
Vincent Mascia, 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 


